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Another Once “Grande-Dame”
Landmark to be Replaced by New
Housing Units in Attleboro
Next to Christopher Heights, at 29 South
Main Street, stands the Briggs building. It was built
in 1883 as a combination Hotel and Boarding
House, and entered into the Historical Commission
in 1985.
In the “Official Programme of Attleboro’s Old
Home Week, July 29- August 3, 1907” there was an
illustration showing the grand Queen Anne style
‚Briggs Hotel‛ complete with two octagonal towers at the ends of the façade and a projecting central pavilion, capped by a steep-pitch French roof.
Due to a 1970’s fire, the building lost all its
Queen Anne characteristics, and now looks decapitated, for the central French tower and the side conical roofs of the tower have been removed. All that
is left of the Queen Anne period is the overhang of
the central pavilion. The original walling has been
lost to stucco siding.
Seth Briggs was the proprietor of the onceimposing Hotel. In 1885, it was enlarged and remodeled, and boasted of Steam Heat, Gas and Electric Lights, Pool Room and Modern Conveniences. The daily charges were $2.00 for full
board with rooms ranging from $.05 to $1.00 per
day. These prices were from a previous inventory from many of the actors from the Bates Opera
House who stayed there.
In 1928, when South Main Street was widened, the Hotel was moved 25’ back and
turned into apartments.

The Briggs Building in her Heyday
Note the turrets, French roof and interesting facade

As It Looks Today

In more recent years, some apartments were still
used and merchants had stores on the bottom floor.
A popular fish restaurant, The Fishnet
Seafoods was also one of the renters since the
building was close to the center of the city.
Menu Samples!
Lobster Roll

$2.95

Fried Clams

4.30

Scallops

4.30

Fisherman’s Platter

4.45

Swordfish

4.45

Fish & Chips

2.75
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No one can make you feel inferior
without your permission

REVIEWING FIRST-QUARTER HOLIDAYS
JANUARY/FEBRUARY/MARCH/APRIL
Martin Luther King, Jr. (Jan. 18th)

George Washington (Feb. 15th)

by Marion Brousseau
Monday, January 18, 2021 marked the
th
35 anniversary of the federal holiday in honor
of Rev. Martin Luther King’s birthday.
I have idolized this man since I was in
High School. I was mesmerized by his speeches and his message of peaceful ways, like
Gandhi’s.
My Episcopal parish sent young people
to his Freedom Ride, which I really wanted to
go to, but I was too young. I can still remember
hearing his famous ‚I Have a Dream Speech.‛
These are my views, too.
Signed into law in 1983 and first observed in 1986, the holiday is a deserving tribute to King for advancing civil rights and social justice through non-violent protest.
As a Baptist pastor who was descended
from slaves, King led a mass movement for
freedom and human rights in the twentieth
century.
In confronting white supremacy, King
challenged a fundamental right of the people
that ‚all men are created equal.‛ At 39, King
was a private citizen engaged in public protest
when he was assassinated on April 4, 1968 in
Memphis, Tennessee.
That day he was going to lead the sanitation workers to strike as part o the ‚Poor
People’s Campaign.‛ King’s closing words at
the Charles Mason Temple the night before his
death captures the purpose and message of
black protest and sacrifice.

by Loretta Lapierre
Monday, February 22, 1732 marked the
two hundred twenty-second anniversary of
George Washington’s birth.
George Washington is often called the
‚Father of His (or Our) Country.‛ He not only
served as the first president of the United
States, but also commanded the Continental
Army during the American Revolution (1775–
83) and presided over the convention that
drafted the U.S. Constitution.
He also was the only candidate to get
100% of the Electoral votes when elected the
first president of the growing democracy
(1789-1799).
Although he owned slaves himself,
slaves inherited from his father, he defended
the revolution.
At 67, Washington died on December
15, 1799 on his plantation in Mount Vernon
Virginia. His wife Martha was at his side.
The country celebrated Washington in
many ways, including readings of his farewell
address and local parades.
On January 31, 1879 Congress declared
Washington’s Birthday as a federal holiday.
Now, we honor all presidents on President’s Day, this year, February 15th.

“I might not get there with you, but I
want you to know tonight that we as a people
will get to the “Promised Land.”
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Rating Our Presidents

Abraham Lincoln

by Unknown Historians
Submitted by Jean Salisbury

(Feb. 12th)
by Jean Salisbury

Many Historians agree that President
Abraham Lincoln was our best president, and
George Washington, the second. The following
lists the ranking that some historians have
suggested.
This list is sure to create conversation.
Most notably: George H. W. Bush (20)
John F. Kennedy (8), Ronald Reagan (9) and
Barack Obama (12)!
Since this list rates 25 of 45presidents,
I’m sure many will have questions that we will
be unable to answer.
25
24
23.
22.
21.
20.
19.
18.
17.
16.
15.
14.
13.
12.
11.
10.
9.
8.
7.
6.
5.
4.
3.
2.
1.

This tall, unassuming man was born
February 12, 1809 to Nancy and Thomas Lincoln .in a one-room cabin in Harding County,
KY. The family moved several times and in
1832, ended up in New Salem, Illinois.
Lincoln held several jobs and soon became interested in politics. A Whig member, he
was elected to Illinois State Legislature in 1834.
He taught himself law and passed the bar in
1836.
While in the new state capitol, Springfield, he met Mary Todd and they married in
1842. They had four children, although only
one would live to adulthood – Thomas (Todd)
Lincoln, who lived to the age of 18.
Lincoln joined the Republican Party,
which was formed largely to oppose slaveries
extensions into the territories. He ran and won
his seat in the Senate and delivered his famous
‚house divided‛ speech.
In 1860 his party chose him for their
Presidential candidate. He carried the Electoral
College against two men to become President.
By the inauguration in 1861, seven
southern states seceded from the Union. When
the Confederates fired on Fort Sumter and the
Union, the Civil War started.
Two of Lincoln’s favorite speeches were
The Emancipation Proclamation and the Gettysburg Address. The Gettysburg battle turned
the tide of the war. Lee surrendered to Grant at
the Appomattox Court House in Virginia,
April 9, 1865.
Out for an evening at the Ford Theater,
Lincoln was assassinated in the Presidential
booth by a shot to the head by John Wilkes
Booth. Lincoln died in the early morning of
April 15, 1865.

Gerald R. Ford
William H. Taft
Grover Cleveland
Ulysses S. Grant
John Quincy Adams
George H. W. Bush
John Adams
Andrew Jackson
James Madison
William McKinley
William Clinton
James K. Polk
James Monroe
Barack Obama
Woodrow Wilson
Lyndon B. Johnson
Ronald Reagan
John F. Kennedy
Thomas Jefferson
Harry S. Truman
Dwight D. Eisenhower
Theodore Roosevelt
Franklin D. Roosevelt
George Washington
Abraham Lincoln
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This was sent on St. Valentine’s Day;
where every fool comes to ‚Lupercalia‛ to
choose his mate.‛
Americans began buying ready-made
cards, possibly by Esther A. Howlands. She
made elaborate ones with real lace, ribbons,
and colorful pictures. Today, according to the
Greeting Card Association, an estimated 145
Million Valentine cards are sold each year. We
thank St. Valentine for the special day when
love is continued to be shared

Valentine’s Day (Feb. 14th)
(Sweets for the Sweethearts)
by Jean Salisbury

Sharing the Love
by Sister Eileen Davey, SUSC
Valentine’s Day occurs every February
th
14 across the United States and other countries. Candy, flowers and gifts are exchanged
between loved ones – all in the name of St. Valentine. But who is this saint and how did the
tradition start?
There are stories that the priest, Valentine, performed weddings that were outlawed
by the ruler, Claudius. Another says that Valentine helped Christians escape Roman prisons.
According to one of these stories, Valentine, in prison, wrote a letter to a girl he
loved. Because of this he became one of the
most popular and loved Saints.
Valentine’s Day started in the Middle
Ages with a pagan fertility festival, Lupercalia ,
held every year in mid February.
At that time it was commonly believed
in France and England that February 14 was
the beginning of bird’s mating season, which
added to the idea that the 14th should be a day
for romance.
It was Pope Gelasius in the 5th century
who declared February 14 as St. Valentine’s
Day. The English poet, Geoffrey Chaucer, was
the first to record St. Valentine’s Day as a day
of romantic celebration in his 1375 poem (in
our English) ‚Parliament of Fools.‛

Years ago, Sr. Helen McPeak began
making batches of fudge for children celebrating their birthdays at St. Vincent’s Services in
Fall River, MA.
From the beginning it was a hit with the
children and their friends, so she began making it for gatherings of sisters in the province
and sending it to friends and family just to let
them know she was thinking of them.
Wrapped simply in foil, the arrival of Sr.
Helen’s fudge has become an event.
I don’t think she’d mind if we share it with our
loved ones and friends, too.

Sister Helen’s Fudge
Pour into a mixing bowl, 1package (12 oz.)
chocolate morsels and ½ cup of water. Stir and
place into Microwave for 2 minutes.
Remove and pour off excess water. Add
whatever you’d like to make it special (peanut butter, raisins, marshmallows, walnuts, or whatever
you’d like.) For grownups, you can even add a little
liquor!
Pour onto a foil-lined sheet, spread evenly
and place in the freezer for at least ½ hour or until
firm enough to cut.
Use a pizza cutter to score into bars then
into bite-sized pieces and enjoy! That’s it!

Sister adds: ‚Stay safe and God bless!‛
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(March 17th)

The Parade - a New Yorker’s
Perspective

Gifts of the Irish
by Ed Cunningham

by Sr. Eileen Davey, SUSC

Excerpts from:

A Tribute to Irish Americans
On St. Patrick’s Day

The New York St. Patrick’s Day parade
began in 1762 when the Irish Catholic immigrants faced discrimination in Protestantmajority America. The parade became an opportunity to show our pride and strength in
numbers.
It takes place on 5th Avenue beginning at
51st Street and marching to 96th Street. After
several years it ended on 86th Street. The parade usually lasts about five hours.
Many city departments are represented:
police, fire, sanitation, the armed forces and the
many counties in Ireland. Sligo was my parents’ county so there was a big cheer when we
marched by our group. Each section was led by
a marching band.
For a few years I marched in the parade
playing the fife with our parish band. It was a
joyous experience to walk proudly with so
many people. It was cold waiting for our turn
to join the parade but once we were walking,
we warmed up. We were a small band and always marched toward the end of the parade.
Each year there are about 250,000 people
(the number given in reviews) lining the streets
dressed in many shades of green.

Submitted by Judy McKnight
They came not as conquerors but as believers
in the promise of America. . .
They came with hopeful hearts and willing
hands
To make a home far from the world they
knew. . .
They came with faith to light their way and
humor to ease their journey. . .
They came with pride in who they were
and courage to overcome all hardships
as they followed their cherished dream
of freedom.
With these gifts, they built a new life in a new
land. . .
Sharing these gifts they’ve blessed and brightened this land they came to love. .
The history of our nation has been made fuller
and richer by this faithful family of
Americans. . .
Those good and gifted people – the Irish!

Top of the Morning to You!
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Passover (March 27th) - Seder Supper (March 27th & 28th)
by Loretta Lapierre
Just like Easter, Passover is not anchored
to specific dates, which means people must find
out when it starts and when it is over. Passover
2021 starts at sundown on March 27 and is over
on Sunday night, April 4. The first Passover
Seder occurs on the evening of March 27, and
the second Passover Seder occurs on the evening
of March 28th.
Passover, like all Jewish holidays, starts
and ends at sundown, and is tied to the phase of
the sun and the moon. Passover always falls on
the same date in the Jewish calendar. Like all
Jewish holidays, Passover floats through the secular calendar.

Jews’ freedom from the brutality they suffered
in Egypt
Passover also represents a time for joyous
expectations, as human beings can look forward
to a time of peace and happiness. The holiday
consists of reading prayers and blessings prior
to serving traditional Jewish food on the Seder
plate for family to share.
The Passover meal that is chosen is usually based on family history, passed down from
grandfather to father and son. The traditional
practice on Passover is incredibly meaningful
and is referred to as the ‘Mesorah.’
The most common Jewish food served on
Passover is Mitzvah, or unleavened bread. You
can find Mitzvah at your local store or better yet,
make your own. Other traditional Passover
foods include Gefilte fish, Tzimmis, as well as
deserts such as sponge cake and macaroons.
Passover Greetings
Learning the correct Passover greetings is
very useful for those who have never celebrated
the Holiday with others. If you happen to not be
Jewish, then it is most appropriate to say ‚Happy Passover‛ or ‚Happy Holidays.‛
Conclusion
Usually, when Jewish people speak of
something being in ‚Jewish time,‛ they are joking and they mean it’s going to be late. There is
also a Jewish time – a sense of months and even
of days – that is part of Jewish religion and spirituality.
In many Reform Jewish communities,
Passover is celebrated for seven days, not eight.
In more traditional Jewish communities – including both Orthodox and Conservative communities – Passover is celebrated for eight days.

Passover Seder Supper at the White House
The Jewish calendar is set up to keep Jewish holidays at the same season of the year and
the same phase of the moon. Passover will always begin on a full moon in the spring.
Passover is one of the most anticipated
Jewish festivals due to its significant meaning.
Passover commemorates the Jewish people’s exodus from Egypt.
The book of Exodus and the Old Testament describes Passover as a celebration time of.
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Easter (April 4th)
by Jean Salisbury
One tradition – Easter Eggs, is believed
to represent fertility and birth in certain pagan
traditions that pre-date Christianity.
Another is the Easter Bunny. Actual tradition is unknown; however, it is believed it
arrived in the Americas with the Germans in
the 1700’s. Rabbits are known as enthusiastic
procreators, so the arrival of baby bunnies in
springtime became associated with birth and
renewal.

What is Easter Sunday? Easter is the
most important holiday on the Christian calendar and has been regularly observed from
the earliest days of the Church.

One more is the Lamb. This has historical roots, since a lamb was often used as a sacrificial animal in spiritual traditions. Lamb is
traditionally served during Passover and on
Easter Sunday.

Easter Sunday celebrates Christ’s resurrection from the dead, following crucifixion. It
marks the end of Holy Week and Lent, and the
last day of the Easter Triduum (Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday.) The Resurrection represents the triumph of good over
evil, sin, death, and the physical body.

Today’s Easter has become a commercial event as well as a religious holiday. It is
also a gathering of families, and enjoyment of
all the Easter traditions. Ham is often served.

Despite signifying as a Christian Holy
Day, many traditions and symbols of Easter
actually have roots in pagan celebrations – particularly the pagan goddess, Eastr, and in the
Jewish holiday of Passover, as well as the exodus of the Jews from Egypt. These links are
clearly seen in the Last Supper, which was essentially a Passover feast.
Before Easter we have a period of fasting and penitence, called Lent. It begins on Ash
Wednesday and lasts for 40 days (excluding
Sundays), which represent Christ’s 40 days of
prayer and fasting in the desert.
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Poetry
The Hill We Climb
by Amanda Gorman, Poet Laureate
Recited at the Presidential Inauguration, 2021
When day comes, we ask ourselves where can
we find light in this never-ending shade, the loss we carry, a sea we must wade? We‟ve learned that quiet isn‟t
always peace, and the norms and notions of what “just”
“is” isn‟t always justice. And yet, the dawn is ours before
we knew it.
Somehow we‟ve weathered and witnessed a nation that isn‟t broken, but simply unfinished.
We, the successors of a country and a time where a
skinny Black girl descended from slaves and raised by a
single mother can dream of becoming president, only to
find herself reciting for one
And yes, we are far from polished, far from pristine, but that doesn‟t mean we are striving to form a union
that is perfect.
We are striving to forge our union with purpose.
To compose a country committed to all cultures, colors,
characters, and conditions of man. And so we lift our
gaze not to what stands between us, but what stands
before us.
We close the divide because we know, to put our
future first, we must first put our differences aside.
We lay down our arms so we can reach out our arms to
one another. We seek harm to no one and harmony for
all.
Let the globe, if nothing else, say this is true
That even as we grieved, we grew
That even as we hurt, we hoped
That eve as we tired, we tried
That we‟ll forever be tied together, victorious.

We‟ve seen a force that would shatter our nation
rather than share it - would destroy our country if it meant
delaying democracy. This effort very nearly succeeded.
But while democracy can be periodically delayed, it can
never be permanently defeated.
In this truth, in this faith, we trust,- for while we
have our eyes on the future, history has its eyes on us.
This is the era of just redemption.
We feared it at its inception.
We did not feel prepared to be the heirs of such a terrifying hour, but within it, we found the power to author a
new chapter, to offer hope and laughter to ourselves.
So while once we asked, „How could we possibly
prevail over catastrophe?‟ Now we assert, ‟How could
catastrophe possibly prevail over us?‟
We will not march back to what was, but move to
what shall be: A country that is bruised but whole, benevolent but bold, fierce and free.
We will not be turned around or interrupted will
not be the inheritance of the next generation.
Our blunders become their burdens. But one
thing is certain: If we merge mercy with might, and might
with right, then love becomes our legacy and change, our
children‟s birthright.
So let us leave behind a country better than the
one we were left. With every breath from my bronzepounded chest, we will raise this wounded world into a
wondrous one.
We will rise from the wind-swept north-east
where our forefathers first realized revolution. We will rise
from the lake-rimmed cities of the Midwestern states. We
will rise from the sun-baked south. We will rebuild, reconcile, and recover.
In every known nook of our nation, in every corner called our country, our people, diverse and beautiful,
will emerge, battered and beautiful. When day comes, we
step out of the shade, aflame and unafraid. The new
dawn blooms as we free it.

Not because we will never again know defeat, but because we will never again sow division.
Scripture tells us to envision that everyone shall
sit under their own vine and fig tree and no one shall
make them afraid. If we‟re to live up to our own time, then
victory won‟t lie in the blade, but in all the bridges we‟ve
made.
That is the promise to the glade, the hill we climb,
if only we dare. It‟s because being American is more than
a pride we inherit. It‟s the past we step into and how we
repair it.

For there is always light,
If only we‟re brave enough to see it.
If only we‟re brave enough to be it.
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Finding the right wood for each project
was a chore. He went to lumber yards and got
all kinds and colors of wood. For his sister, Ellen, he made six coasters decorated with sea
glass.

A Very Proud Memé
by Dot Dubuc
Getting an education today is very different. We sat at a desk and had a teacher in
front of the class. Today, students are half in
class and half online. My grandson takes it a
step further.
Adrian Pierce is 20 and a junior at the
University of Vermont., majoring in Environmental Science, with a minor in Environmental
Economics.
He, and three other students, lives in a
house off campus. They all have jobs and
Adrian works on a dairy farm. He milks 50-60
cows 3 times a week using eight milking machines.

Adrian enjoying last summer
At the Yacht Club
For his friends who are studying art, he
made cutting boards in the shape of palettes.
The rosary he made for his mother is beautiful.
In the summer he works at the Cranston
Yacht Club where he repairs docks, boats and
other equipment and teaches sailing. He says
‚It’s tough work, but someone has to do it.‛ In
his spare time he enjoys working on and sailing his own small sailboat.

Adrian’s Sweet Cow Friend
His other chores include mucking, bedding the cows, feeding calves and general
cleaning. On occasion, he helps deliver calves
which he finds fascinating.
Living six miles outside of Burlington,
he commutes by bike and sees such sites as
Camel’s Hump and Mount Mansfield. It’s a
nice place to call home base.
During holiday break and not being able
to shop or see friends, he decided to make his
Christmas presents, collecting his ideas by
what he knew people would enjoy.

Waterman Building – The University of Vermont
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Sweet and Savory
by Shirley Nolin

The “Every Holiday” Train
Here’s a sweet train that you can make
for any holiday. It can be a Birthday, train, a
Valentine train, or just any old train that’s
guaranteed to sweeten your loved one’s (or
your) day.
For each train you will need:
5 packages of gum
2 rolls fruit-flavored ring-shaped candy
Caramels
Milk chocolate candy kisses
Red and black licorice
Assorted mini candy bars
Assorted gummy animals
Chocolate-covered raisins or chocolate chips
Red and white hard peppermint candies
Sugar Frosting
Ribbon

The remaining 4 cars are made basically the
same way as the engine, with a package of
gum as the base and peppermints for the
wheels. Use your imagination to create other
cars or modify our version. There is no right or
wrong way to create the train.

Place a package of gum on a flat surface.
Using the frosting, place a line down the center
of the gun package. Place all of the candy on
the frosting, press gently. Place a line of frosting along the candy role; top with second candy roll. Let set 5 minutes.
Place one dot of frosting on the bottom
of wrapped caramels; set caramel on top of
candy roll, lining up end of candy roll and
edge of caramel.
Place one dot of frosting on wrapped
chocolate kiss; set on the other end of candy
roll, lining up edges. Let set 5 minutes. Place
one dot of frosting on center of 4 wrapped
peppermints; place one peppermint on each
corner of gum package for wheels. Let dry 5
minutes.

Remember This?

Watkins Ointment
Jim Dullenty, proprietor of the Rocky
Mountain Bookshop in Hamilton, Montana,
fondly remembers the salesman from Watkins.
‚When I was a child, rural families relied on visits by the Watkins Man for supplies
like spices, extracts, ointments, and soap.
Of course they carried company cookbooks, too. They were so widely distributed,
that I think their products influenced a generation of families. ‛

You have made the Candy train engine.
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Fun Stuff
A Funny Parody Sung to the WWI
Tune “Over There”

Moral: Don’t Ask Your Son to buy
Your Underwear!

Submitted by Dot Dubuc
Underwear, Underwear
How I itch from this woolen underwear
Oh, I wish I’d gotten some made of cotton
I wouldn’t be so itchy everywhere
BVD’s make me sneeze
When the breeze from the trees hits my knees
Oh, I’m itchy, because I’m itchy
From these gosh darn ding dong
Woolen underwear
Phyllis got these undies from her thoughtful
son. But the question is: How large did he
think she was? And, finally, what did she do
with them? We can only guess!

WANT TO SING SOME MORE? How About . .
Marezy Doats

Let’s Guess by Singing a Riddle

Oh, Marezy doats and doesy doats and little
lambs ydivey a kidle edivey too.
Wouldn’t you-oo
Marezy doats and doesy doats and little lambsy divey. A kidle eadivy too wouldn’t you.

Who Threw the Underwear in Jeffrey’s
Chowder?
Nobody spoke so we shouted all the louder
‘Tis an Irish trick that’s true, but we can lick
the one who through
The underwear in Jeffrey’s chowder!

Oh, if the words sound queer and funny to
your ear, a little bit jumbled and jivey

Was it you, Phyllis?

Sing - mares eat oats and does eat oats and little lambs eat ivy

Two stylish ladies
in the 1818’s wearing their masks
against the swine
flu epidemic!

Oh, marezy doats and doesy dotes and little
lambs ydivey
A kiddle eadivy too, would you ooh?
A kiddle eadivy too wouldn’t you.
Irish Luck

Our masks:
History
repeating
itself?

Ample food and sturdy drink
A clean pillow for your head
And may you be forty years in heaven
Before the devil knows you’re dead!

For Heaven’s Sake –
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Dear Marion
by Marion Brousseau

Dear Marion,
I have a problem which I know other
people have. I am tired of going out to a nice
restaurant for an evening of quiet dining when
the peace is shattered by noisy children.
Just as I’m ready to speak to my husband, I’m interrupted by loud voices of toddler
children who are totally out of control.
Their parents just sit there and say nothing to their ‚little angels.‛ Oftentimes the
children are running around the table screeching and hitting each other. What can we do
about this?

Parents’ Words of Comfort
You will teach them to fly
But they will not fly your flight
You will teach them to dream
But they will not dream your dream
You will teach them to live,
But they will not live your life.
Nevertheless, in every flight, in ever life, in every
dream, the print of the way you taught them will
remain.
Mother Teresa

Unhappy Diners
Dear Unhappy Diners,
I sympathize with you. This has happened to me too. Please speak with your server
and ask him/her to talk to these rude people. If
that doesn’t work, speak to the manager.
I hope you get good results the next
time you visit that restaurant for a quiet dinner.
.

Did you guess who Thumper the clown was?
Last edition of the Newsletter, we ran a sweet story
about two little boys who wanted, and got, a clown
for their birthdays. We hinted the clown was one of
our residents. It was our own: Sister Eileen!

Christopher
Heights of
of Attleboro
Writing
Group
Christopher
Heights
Attleboro
Writing
Group
Jean Salisbury (219)
Marion Brousseau (312)

Dot Dubuc (301)

Last But Definitely Not Least!

Judy McKnight (401)

A very warm welcome to

Sister Eileen Davey, SUSC (416)
Loretta Lapierre (417) Comp. and Editing

all our new residents!

This Issue’s Staff Contributors:
Nancy McKinnon

Photo

And a very special thank you to Bill Healey
for joining the Writing Group! Looking forward to your input. Anyone else?

Shirley Nolin Sweet and Savory
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